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	CASE NO. _____________________________

MOTION NO. __________________________

SETS NO. ______________________________
JUDGE ________________________________
MAGISTRATE __________________________

AGREEMENT FOR NEUTRAL EVALUATION 


The undersigned parties hereby agree that the above matter shall be submitted to the Summit County Domestic Relations Court’s Settlement Week Program for Neutral Evaluation pursuant to Ohio Rule of Superintendence 16.50 through 16.55 and Orders of this Court, and further acknowledge and agree that:

Neutral evaluation is an outcome-oriented process where the evaluators determine the likelihood of success in litigation. 
The evaluators are not acting as a judge or magistrate and have no authority to force the parties to reach an agreement. An agreement shall be reached only if the parties believe the agreement is fair and in their best interests. The evaluators are not authorized to give the parties legal advice at any time. 
The evaluators are not advocates for any party. The evaluators and the parties agree that there are no potential conflicts of interest that may prevent or interfere with the neutral evaluation process. The evaluators and each participant have the right to withdraw from neutral evaluation at any time. Parties understand that withdrawing may/may not result in further action of the court. 
Parties agree that by signing this agreement, nothing said in the neutral evaluation or any written communications (except for written agreements all parties sign and wish to be made an Order of the court and/or information parties mutually agree to be discussed outside of the neutral evaluation) may be used against any participant in any court proceeding. 
However, the evaluators may inform the court or report to proper authorities certain information including:

 

(1) allegations of abuse or neglect of a child; 
(2) certain threats of harm to other people or yourself;

(3) Things said during the neutral evaluation process to plan or hide an ongoing crime; and,  (4) Things said during the neutral evaluation process that reveal a felony crime. 
Other than these exceptions and absent a specific agreement between and among the parties, the only information that the evaluators provide to the court is party attendance and the outcome of the neutral evaluation. 
Any agreements that may be reached by the parties in this neutral evaluation do not modify or replace any court orders. If the parties wish to have this agreement made an order of the court in formal cases, as indicated above it must be presented to the court by the parties in the form of an agreed entry. 
WE AGREE THAT DURING THE NEUTRAL EVALUATION, WE WILL TREAT ONE ANOTHER AND ALL OTHER PARTICIPANTS WITH RESPECT.

DATED _________________________, AND SIGNED BEFORE COMMENCEMENT OF ANY NEUTRAL EVALUATION BY EACH OF THE PERSONS WHOSE SIGNATURES APPEAR BELOW.

________________________________                    _____________________________

Plaintiff /Petitioner 1



             Defendant/Petitioner 2
________________________________

Third Party 

This Agreement  is confidential and will be contained in the case settlement week file. DO NOT FILE THIS AGREEMENT FOR NEUTRAL EVALUATION WITH THE CLERK OF COURTS. This form may be submitted by either:(1) drop off at the second floor of the Summit County Domestic Relations Court – Family Court Services; or, (2) email this completed form to:  fcs@drcourt.org. 

